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have just arrived back from two very enjoyable (albeit
rainy) days in Galway, attending the Wound Management
Association of Ireland's biennial conference. The title of

one of the sessions, 'The great debate: technology versus
dressings in wound management - is there a difference in

outcomes'?', caught my eye. Interestingly, while listening to the
proceedings, it became apparent that there was more consensus

than debate among the delegates, with most agreeing that the key
to success is simply the ability to identify which option is most
suited to the needs of the patient and wound. Ironically, given
that we were talking about new technology! the old phrase 'back
to basics' was used repeatedly, referring in this instance to the

need for thorough and holistic assessment. Plus ~:a change. pltLS
c'est Ia merne chose!

However, as one speaker, Finn Gottrup. pointed out! the key
issue relates to something far more fundamental- the urgent need
to draw a consensus on how to define a chronic (or non-healing)
wound. At present, theories and proposals abound. Some state that

a chronic wound is one that fails to heal in 4-6 weeks, despite the
provision of standard care! while others assert that it docs not
proceed through the various phases of the wound healing process
in an orderly and timely sequence. Most agree that it occurs when
a wound is stuck in the inflammation phase, but the proponents

of biofilm-bascd wound care take this a step further by saying that
a chronic wound is ultimately characterised by the presence of
a bloftlm. The definition used will strongly influence the
treatment approach selected.

As Finn Gottrup then asked - who is going to decide what is the
best definition and, in effect! act as the High Court of wound care?

Perhaps one of the main problems plaguing wound care is the
myriad groups representing it, at both national and international
level. Once again! this illustrates the need for the main wound-care
associations to come together and form an international,
multidisciplinary 'senate', possibly under the aegis of the World
Union of Wound Healing Societies, to debate and consult, and then
form a research-based consensus on such issues.

While the various societies have produced many position

documents on clinical topics! such as topical negative pressure and
minimising pain at wound-dressing related procedures, additional
publications that truly live up to the name 'consensus document'
are needed on some of the most fundamental aspects of wound
care: what is a chronic wound and what constitutes evidence.
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